The dental health of 5-year-old children from disadvantaged schools in the Eastern Regional Health Authority area 2000.
An oral health promotion project targeted at 5-year-old children in schools designated as disadvantaged was piloted by the Dental Health Foundation. The dental health of some of the children in the project was assessed. It was found that in senior infant classes in schools designated as socially disadvantaged, fewer children were decay free and the mean dmft was higher compared with data from the most recent survey of children at national schools. Schools with an additional disadvantaged rating (part of the 'Breaking the Cycle' scheme) had even fewer children who were decay free, a higher mean dmft and an increased proportion of the dmft was made up of untreated disease. The Department of Education and Science's designation of a school as disadvantaged is a marker for poor dental health.